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BEFORE THE WAR WITH JAPAN ene 
4 Wi (i e 
THE CHINESE SECRET SOCIETIES. 7 Pa 





-OURISHED INA FOR IES AND HA 
STRAITS SETTLEMENTS BY THE CH E- IMMIGRANTS IN THE 
PROTECTION METI 


INES! 
SOCIETIES THAT SO! MES . 


VWOLENCE WAS THE LAST RESORT, BU 
WAS NEVER SHIRKED — NOT EVEN IN 
STR POLICED & 





Storm In The East 


1 THE SIGN OF THE BELL, EHP : 

tune Fe eo LENS THIS YEARNBW/~ pee Pane tie TO NOW 
Nh THE HIGHLY RESPECTABLE GOOD-FOR- A®Y wspecTOR/? THE BELL TONG 
Py ITS-MEMBERS BELL TONGS OE eel te a 


* DON'T THINK J WoRteo 


DAs 


See 
SD 


MOND LOK CHEUNG CONTROLS) [THE CHINESE SERGEANT CHANG SHOOK His 
! WY 
HE'S GONE TOO FAR, CHANG. | | GECAREFUL, Wa 2 ON eae 


INSPECTOR. 
TLL BREAK THE BELL TONG 
, LOK CHEUNG is 
YOU SEE IF TD f | A MAN OF MUCH 
SRN. if INFLUENCE. 


Uhl 





THE ENTRAN' 
TONG’S HE! a 
WAS INSIGNIFI 

F A MINOR 


THE BELL TONG DOES 
My MUCH GOOD,’ 
ny 


MAYBE / BUT IT “& 
ALSO. MURDERS — AND 
I WON'T STAND THAT IN: 
gO" My MANOR / ALL READY? 


THE FRONT OFFICE WAS | 
AND NON-COMMITTAL AS ONLY AN ORIENTAL CAN BE. 


WE ARE HONOURED, You CAN CUT 

INSPECTOR, BY THIS VISIT. THE SMOOTH STUFF’ WHERE'S ‘Sm 
’ SOME RICE WINE, THE REST OF EM 7 THEY VE BEEN 

PERHAPS ? , COMING IN ALL NIGHT. I'VE HAD 





In Tne East 7 


THERE WAS NO ANSWER AND BY THAT TIME, BARKER WAS IN NO MOOD 
BARKER STORMED FORWARD «+. ’ FOR VEILED THREATS « oe = 
yr { SAID WHERE ARE ; : t 


THE OTHER MEN WHO CAME § 
LIN HERE RE See TALK 





OR ELSE WHAT : ? 
BE CAREFUL, INSPECTOR 
WE HAVE FRIENDS 
IN THIS CITY 7 


WHERE IS 


LOK CHEUNG ? 
I HAVE SOME 
. ear FOR 
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THE YOUNG MAN AT THE HEAD OF THE TABLE ROSE TO HIS FEET. HE WAS 
TALL FOR A CHINESE AND LACKED THE COLD LOOK OF THE OTHERS. BUT 
THERE WAS AN ICY TIMBRE TO HIS VOICE ; = 





< 
~ 
ett 


SILENCE! ‘ 
THEY HAVE NO RIGHT 
TO KNOW /_ BREAKING 
IN HERE LIKE 
— BARBARIANS / 


; a) 


RIGHT: LOK MING 
ey WE HAVE A SEARCH 


WARRANT FOR THESE 
PREMISES / 





1ON —_ a Te eee 
ROMs 7) 





LOK MING WAS A PROUD YOUNG MAN—AND 
A HOT-HEADED ONE. HIS AUTHORITY IN THE 


BARKER CAUGHT THE GLINT OF THE 
BLADE AND DREW HIS REVOLVER 
INSTINCTIVELY. THE ECHOES OF THE 
_| SHOT CRASHED ROUND THE ROOM. 
SERGEANT / d 
= 
: gq Set. 





CHANG PUSHED HIM BACK, 
FLASHED TO THE KNIFE AT 


PLEASE — THE 
PAPE! 


eee 
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IT WAS TOO LATE? CHANG THE MURDERING 

FELL FORWARD AND LOK MING K FOOL’ CORPORAL WANG — 
SLUMPED TO THE GROUND ALSO, jie TO THEM. YOU! WHERE 
A BULLET IN HIS CHEST... IS LOK CHEUNG ? TALK— 
‘ Lag had QUICKLY 





INSPECTOR BARKER RAN FOR HIS CAR AND DROVE FAST TO THE EUROPEAN . 
RESIDENTIAL QUARTER OUTSIDE THE CITY--TO THE BUNGALOW OF STEPHEN WILLIAMS. "| 
AX. y (, 7 2 SD) 5 
4 : 2s 2s INSPECTOR 
. 4 , pedis : BARKER / T TELL 
, TUAN WILLIAMS = 


Al 


Pee Be ee 
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BARKER KNEW WILLIAMS WELL. A PROSPEROUS CITY MERCHANT, A TAIPAN | 
FEDERATED MALAY “STATES, A MAN OF NO MEAN IMPORTANCE JT] Hl 
Py 





7 7 WELL, WELL, Ri 
LNHEIS (INSPECTOR. TO WHAT \ 
{oom DO WE OWE THE HONOUR: 


ct 


OF THE TRAGEDY AT THE TON 


I_ DIDN'T SRY HE 
DID, SIR— BUTT KNOW HE 
HEADS THE BELL, — 
THIS HATA BELL TONG 
MURDER 


HAVE COMMITTED THE MURDER 7 
= * BES 


PS SMU 





Storm In The East. 
THE CHINESE HAD SAID NOTHING, BUT NOW HE STEPPED FORWARD. THE” ae 
CDURTESY OF HIS RACE SHOWING IN EVERY CREASE OF HIS SMOOTH FACE. 

—— . es 
)MSTERE “SUPT WIL GO, EF, 10 fT WILL NOT HAVE , 
LAM READY TO ASSIST THE /gr-@i@gad i GUEST ARRESTED IN 
K HONOURABLE POLICE « . 


Z : THE COMMISSIONER —_ he 





PUT BARKER STAYED HIM WITH HIS FOR A SECONC Sue 
eos eee I WPYyy 
[/ THERE IS NO NEEDS y LOK MING IS Lj Zs 
THE COMMISSIONER WILL ALSO DEAD / I SHOT 
ALREADY KNOW THAT A 
POLICE 


HIM AS HE KNIFED 
SERGEANT WAS 


A POLICEMAN ? 
WHERE IS HE 
NOW ? WHERE 

IS MING P 


MY SON : THE SERGEANT. 
KILLED TONIGHT— BY / HE HAS KILLED. ry 7 
AS SONS 7 
a 


Wy) 
/ 
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FOR'A LOK CHEUNG MOVED ASTONISHINGLY QUICKLY. HE WAS 
THE REAR oor BEFORE BARKER COULD GET PAST bh la REEO 


—(E 


QCER ARREST &. 





THE MALAY QUICKLY TURNED THE KEY AND HURLED IT ACROSS THE ROOM. AS 
BARKER HEARD ie ENGINE ca HIS CAR RO LEAPT FOR AN OPEN WINDOW. 


ae ce VS 


oN EN 
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HE AIMED eBags th TYRES, BUT THE CAR WAS ON THE MAIN oe 
«STEPHEN WILLIAMS SPOKE IN COLD FURY eens 


sa HEAVENS, BARKER 
a et YOUR HIDE FOR FOR WAY WILLIAMS 7 ba 
DUTY/ TELEPHONE H.Q. YOU, TOO, 
WILL HAVE TO ANSWER FOR 
OBSTRUCTION 7 


HE HAD KNOWN LOK CHEUNG, PROMINENT LOK CHEUNG IS INNOCENT OF 
TIN-MINE OWNER, WAS FRIENDLY WITH YOU CAN BRING. IF YOU 
STEPHEN WILLIAMS — BUT 
NOT TO THIS EXTENT.7 

iH 


THEY. WILL BE AFTER 
HIM_AND THEY Ge yk: \S 
A VEHICLE FOR _M DONT & 
UNDERSTAND SOUR "ATTITUDE, a 
WILLIAMS — BUT I LEAVE IT 
FOR THE MAGISTRATE TO 

ASK THE QUESTIONS 7 





Storm In The East 


Chapter 2. The Defeat 


AT _DAWN THE NEXT MORNING, .- 
THE JAPANESE STRUCK AT PEARL 





OF ENEMY AIRCRAFT AND 
THE SICKENING CRUMP OF 
EXPLODING BOMBS. 


15 





Storm In The East 


TT ONCE THE NORMAL LIFE OF THE CITY CAME TOA DRAMATIC STOP. CRIMES, EVEl 
MURDER, WERE FORGOTTEN AS THE COMMUNITY GIRDED ITSELF FOR WAR. THE 
SINGAPORE VOLUNTEER DEFENCE FORCE “ WAS IMMEDIATELY EMBODIED INTO THE 
REGULAR ARMY. “Fal IN, °B’ COMPANY’ \ a 
Soe (nt THE DOUBLE” WE'VE GOT 
TO SHOW THE REGULARS 
WE'RE AS GOOD AS 





Pal 


Na : te 
(a 
BY 


7 . N 
> yee: 


MEN OF ALL RACES 
WALKS OF CIVILIAN 
IN THE VO! 





TH 
POUCE, BECAME SERGEANT 
BARKER OF"“B* COMPANY. 


a ; P 


THANK YOU, SERGEANT. WE 
i TO CANNING AT ONCE. 
| USE WHATEVER TRANSPORT THERE IS— )iitee 
[PRIVATE CARS, RICKSHAWS—THE LOT’ \ \ 
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YOUR PLATOON IS BEING DETACHED TO 
REINFORCE ‘A’ COMPANY, WHICH IS BEING 


YOU WILL REPORT TO CAPTAIN 
WILLIAMS / YOU KNOW HIM, BARKER— 
OF TIN INDUSTRIALS LIMITED. OFFICE 

IN RAFFLES SQUARE. 


EPHEN WILLIAMS” IN THE PAST HECTIC FORTY-EIGHT HOURS BARKER HAD 
Z| ALMOST FORGOTTEN THE INCIDENT AT THE BUNGALOW. HE WAS TO FIND THAT 


Zz) WILLIAMS STILL REMEMBERED IT. 


- : Uf 4 } oor gh 
y_'\ Pea Cc Z " 4 
é Se DEES AKS ae, 2 
j , TDM | AO AE KNOWS BAN Se i 
tl RN ee? AS 
i 
\ ST 





18 Storm In The East 
CAPTAIN WILLIAMS WAS ALREADY BRINGING HIS CIVILIAN ORGANISING ABILITY TO 
BEAR ON THE MILITARY PROBLEM AT THE RAILWAY STATION WHEN BARKER 
HIM . RAIS eta 


— 4 
=. MMM ae "far 
ove 4M was 





NO. 2 PLATOON, 
‘B’ COMPANY, 
REPORTING, 
SIR / 


meee AS YOU SAY, 

af SIR’ CAN I GET 

ae I MY_PLATOON ON 
Bese/\ BOARD NOW ? 


[7 AHY EX-INSPECTOR BARKER, THE gos 
aS NLS EERSESUTEN CRE, Wo Vee 
F 4 = 
p) r, ow 
¥6 


A. NOW ON IS LEGALISED — SO LONG AS ITS Z 





Storm In The East ly 





IN THE NORTH, WERE Z 
we een ERING THEIR E 
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“A” COMPANY BEGAN TO DIG OUT A DEFENSIVE LINE IN THE RUBBER PLANTATIONS 
OF JOHORE STATE. ON THE SEOOND EVENING, BARKER FOU IN 


LIQUID RUBBER DRIBBLED FROM THE WOUND THE KNIFE HAD MA 
SERGEANT BARKER SPUN ROUND... “a 





The East 21 


Be a! eccy REACHED THE 

E OF THE ESTATE, THE ee 
HAD D DISAPPEARED INTO THE SKIRTING 
JUNGLE. HE SAW WHERE HIS ASSAILANT 
HAD GONE THROUGH THE WIRE FENCE 
ae HIS FOOT TROD ON SOMETHING 


Storm In 


TT WAS THAT TIME OF DAY KNOWN IN THE 
ARMY ol “LAST LIGHT” AND IN THE EAST 
THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN DAY AND NIGHT 
(tS A FLEETING DUSK. BARKER Cor ONE 
SHOT IN AT THE RUNNING FIGURE . 


YY MISSED HIM’ “YR (i 


7 SOON I WON'T BE 6 € 
A, ABLE TO SEE HIM 





A 
FOOL TO FOLLOW HIM 
INTO THERE” HELLO/ 
WHAT’S THIS ? 





WHEN HE REPORTED THE INCIDENT TO EE TEE OR Te eT pummmnces missin a scene gee WILLIAMS, THE EX-TAIPAN LOOKED 


EE TEE OR Te eT pummmnces missin a scene gee HIM WITH AN ILL-CONCEALED SNEER. —] 
EH RS AN OCCUPATIONAL Titese. | 
; L ye: 
, BARKER— OR ARE YOU SURE YOU | DREAM HS, 


DIDN'T DREAM IT P 
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THERE WAS ANOTHER PIECE OF =e 
| EVIDENCE... . Seas 


"NOR DID L DREAM 
JST THE MAN WHO 


THIS Z RECOGNISE IT, 
men, CAPTAIN Fee 





THE LIGHT TABLE NEARLY CRASHED OVER AS WILLIAMS’ ELBOW CAUGHT IT. HIS 
HAND HAD GONE OUT FOR THE BRAND, BUT BARKER'S FIST CLOSED UPON [Tees 


MAYBE IT DOESN'T, 
A BUT I'LL HANG ON TO IT. 
THERE'LL BE UNFINISHED 
BUSINESS TO CLEAR UP 


Side WE'VE KICKED 


Storm In The East 23 


BARKER’S WORDS ECHOED THE OPTIMISTIC FEELING AMONG THE TROOPS. BUT BY 
THE TIME THE ENEMY HAD REACHED JOHORE, THAT OPTIMISM WAS WEARING THI 


SERGEANT BARKER / BRING OUT 


WAIT UNTIL. YOU 
SEE THEM J DON'T YOUR PLATOON 7 WE’RE PULLING BACK j 


WASTE YOUR AMMQ, 
MEN 


TO THE CAUSEWAY.” 


J £5 


ON THE SINGAPORE SIDE OF THE JOHORE CAUSEWAY, THE FORCE REGROUPED. 
ACROSS THE DIVIDING STRIP MARCHED THE REMNANTS OF A FAMOUS SCOTTISH 
BS Hg WHICH HAD FOUGHT THE LONG DELAYING ACTION DOWN THE LENGTH 


WHEN THE LAST 
LAE 9 | OF THESE MEN ARE ACROSS,) “5% GOL, LOOK 
; THE CAUSEWAY WILL BE THEY MARCH, THEY 
BLOWN UP.” ARENT LICKED YET. 





24 Storm In The East 
BRINGING UP THE REAR 
THE LAST 


MAN BETWEEN 


THE LONG MILES OF PIPE-BLOWING HAD CAUSED HIM TO GET WELL BEHIND. WHEN THE 
SAPPERS, WITH AN ESCORT OF S.V.D.F. CAME TO BLOW THE BREACH, McTAGGART 
WAS STILL LOST IN THE MISTS ARISING FROM THE MANGROVE SWAMPS. 



































TIME FUSE 
SET/ READY TO BLOW’ 
LET’S GET TO HECK OUT 
OF HERE / 
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AS THE TRUCK ROARED INTO LIFE, BARKER | | THE SERGEANT SAW THE BIG PIPE- 
COCKED AN EAR. FROM OUT OF THE MIST | | MAJOR. THE SOUND WAS CLEARER 
CAME A WEIRD, WAILING NOISE... NOW — THE PLAINTIVE NOTES, OF THE 
7 HOLD IT, SIR 7 SELOWERS, on we FOREST.’ 


PROBABLY 
CAN'T YOU HEAR ( THE JAPS SINGING 





SOMETHING ? LIKE ‘ROLL OUT THE 
A BANSHEE, BARREL’ ” COME ON- 
ITIS / TIME’S RUNNING 
OUT / 


THE TRUCK WAS MOVING BUT THE EX-POLICEMAN TOOK A FLYING LEAP FROM THE 
BACK FOR, THE PIPER WAS MARCHING TOO SLOW— SLOWER THAN THE TIME-FUSE WAS 


=” SERGEANT / 
CHARGES ARE READY 
TO EXPLODE” 


TRADITION OF THE 
PIPE -PLAYING 
REGIMENTS, PIPE- 
MAJOR McTAGGART 
REFUSED TO BE 
HURRIED. 


Storm In The East 


CAN’T YOU 
UNDERSTAND, MAN! 
THE WHOLE ROAD IS 
GOING CONG ANY 


—— 
> 


<: LA (NL A 
owa 


HEY / YE SASSENACH 
THIEF / I'LL TWIST YOU IN 
A KNOT WHEN T LAY ME 

HANDS ON YOU / 
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HE WAS STILL LEADING WHEN THE TIME-FUSE RAN 
QUT. WITH A TERRIFIC ROAR, A WHOLE SECTION 
OF THE CAUSEWAY ERUPTED INTO THE AIR. 








<BteE 
THE DAY HE STOLE A SET OF BAGPIPES, Kaa = 
FOR McTAGGART*WAS 4 MAN WHO NEVER aes 


FORGOT A FAVOUR — OR A GRUDGE. 


AYE / I'M INDEBTED TO 
YE~—BUT YOU TOOK AN AWFUL 
CHANCE — SNEAKING ME 
PIPES AN’ ALL / 





FETSCE: 
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ON 15% FEBRUARY 1942 SINGAPORE SURRENDERED. POUNDED BY HEAVY GUNS, 
BOMBED FROM THE AIR, ALMOST WITHOUT WATER OR FOOD, AND WITH A LARGE 





~ SOI LOST MY 
PIPES AT THE END, 
| MON / THIS IS A 
. TERRIBLE DAY.” 


's WAITED FOR THE NEXT MOV 
SIAM RAILW 


ESCAPE P 
WE'RE ON AN ISLAND. 

WY WE'D NEED A BOAT. THEN. 
THERE'S THE MANGROVE SWAMPS - 
BEFORE WE GET TO THE SEA, IT’S 

IMPOSSIBLE, JOCK Q 





Storm In The East 
ER 


THINKING OF ESCAPE AND ALSO FINDING THE 
INSURMOUNTABLE. BUT CAPTAIN WILLIAMS WAS LUCKIER, 


29 


UNDERSTAND. * 
TELL. LOK CHEUNG I AM 
GRATEFUL — 


"SILENCE. 
THERE — NO 
TALKING 7 


vor 


rowan 


QUIET’ IT's CAPTAIN 
ME, WILLIAMS / WILLIAMS ? 
Srna eae lh? WHAT'S 
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LOK CHEUNG HAS TT DID NOT MAKE SENSE TO THE B 
EX-POLICEMAN... : 
Nast Va ARGUE Ol 


“a TO BRING T CAN 
MES LOK CHEUNG'S] K_GO! ARE YOU COMING 
NO FRIEND OF MAN : 
MINE. WHY AM : 


WILLIAMS NOTED THE DETERMINATION IN THE OTHER'S VOICE —AND AGREED. JOCK 
McTAGGART EAGERLY FOLLOWED THE OTHER TWO AS THEY CREPT QUIETLY 
TOWARDS THE CAMP PERIMETER, WHERE THE MANGROVE SWAMPS WERE A MORE 
FORMIDABLE BARRIER THAN PRISON WIRE... 


IT STILL DINNA KEN WHAT'S ’ = 
GOING ON, LADDIE — BUT ili iam THAT BIS APE TO KEEP 
T’M READY FOR gam zy HIS MOUTH SHUT,” 
A ‘BASH AT pe > : 

ANY THING 7 & 
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CAPTAIN WILLIAMS LED THE WAY TO THE PRE-ARRANGED RENDEZVOUS, WHERE 
THE EXPOSED ROOTS OF THE MANGROVE TWISTED INTO STRANGE SHAPES. 
FROM THE SWAMP. CAME EERIE NIGHT SOUNDS — THE CRI 


OAK OF THE BULLFROGS, 
THE WHIRRING SCREECH OF THE CICADAS. GEE Bois : 
=<" THIS IS IT, . 7: 2S 
wt BY THE BANYA : Z 


> Asa 


WHO IS 
THE THIRD MAN ? = 
bd LOK CHEUNG SPOKE 
ONLY OF TWO... 











I 00 
YOU ARE, BUT WE 
(0 TOGETHER, OR 
NOT AT ALL 7 





BARKER WAS POISED ON A 

RAZOR'S EDGE OF INDECISION. 
IT WAS JOCK McTAGGART WHO 
SWUNG THE BALA . 


32 





Storm In The East 
THE CHINESE WHO HAD SPOKEN THRUST HIS 
FACE CLOSE UP TO BARKER'S... 


THE TONG DOES NOT SEEK 
REVENGE—BUT LOK CHEUNG DEMANDS 
JUSTICE. COME WITH US AND DEFEND 
YOURSELF—OR STAY HERE AND ROT/ 
IF YOU DECIDE TO COME— YOUR 


YOU DO NOT, S227 THE BELL TONG / 
KNOW ME, INSPECTOR Fe] I GUESSED AS 
RKER? AW SONG 


| I DINNA KEN. ue. 
@ WHAT THIS IS ALL ABOUT, SY 


© ALL RIGHT, \e 
WE'LL GOS TLL 


\ BUT I'LL ABIDE BY WHAT F 
YE 








Sterm In The East 


I HAVE BEEN OUT 


Fa oy KEW 
: EAST LONGER THAN YOU, | 


EVERYTHING THROUGH A 
POLICEMAN'S EYES / I SAY 
YOU MISJUDGED THE 
TONGS 7 


ABOUT 
E BELL TONG, WILLIAMS — \ aca 
KNEW LOK CHEUNG [u{ BARKER. I DON'T SEE 


AND YOU 
WAS 


A LONG LOW FISHING BOAT WAS HIDDEN IN ae SHADOWS OF SOME MONSTROUS 


EE ROOTS WHERE THE SWAMP MET THE Si 
DON’T FRET 
f YOURSELF, LADDIE’ 
I CAN SQUASH INTO 
NOTHING? _ 
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y BUT THROUGHOUT THAT SHORT 
VOYAGE, THE CHINESE KEPT A 
CAREFUL WATCH OVER THEIR 
CHARGES. «. 





"WE LAND NEAR 
JOHORE SAPIT. THERE 
MUST BE NO SOUND, FOR 
THE JAPANESE DOGS ARE 
IN THE KAMPONG 


THERE'S ONLY 


« 
Y 
iy THREE OF THEM / JOCK 


AND I SHOULD BE ABLE 
TO GET THE BETTER OF 


Y LANDED SAFEL SAMPAN. UNOBSERVED. 
THEY MOVED_INLAND KIRTED THE KAMPONG OF 
IT 7 a 


iT 


LOR 
NDA) 
Awe | 
WAe | 


ls 
4 


ye 


i, 
som 
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BRING THE OTHERS / 
T WILL SHOW THESE DOGS 
WHAT IT MEANS TO SABOTAGE 
THE IMPERIAL ARMY 7 


THEY COULD HAVE MOVED ON. 
UNDETECTED, BUT AH SONG HAD 
OTHER IDEAS. 


THE MEN THEY SHOOT 

WOULD MAKE RECRUITS 

FOR THE GUERILLA 

JUNGLE ARMY” LET 

US ATTACK THESE 
ENEMY / 


ATTACK? 
WHAT WITH ? 


: 4 & 
«. 
eh 


AH SONG'S FAMILY HAD BEEN WIPED 
OUT BY THE INVADERS. THERE WAS A 
DEBT TO BE PAID. 


T HAVE GRENADES. TAKE 
THEM, ENGLISHMEN, AND-WE 
WILL ATTACK TOGETHER. 


I’M NO 
SASSENACH — BUT GIVE 
ME A ‘PINEAPPLE’ 

aw IM WITH 





36 Storm In The East 


THE GRENADES, 
EXPLODED. AT TH 





BEFORE THE STARTLED JAPANESE COULD 
RECOVER THE THREE CHINESE WERE 
RACING ACROSS THE CLEARING, WITH 
THEIR STENS BLAZING... 


COME ON, 
GEORDIE / LET'S 
ba GRAB A NIP GUN J gg 
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{N ONE VIOLENT MINUTE, ALL THE JAPS, SAVE ONE, WERE WIPED OUT — BUT THAT ONE 
WAS THE OFFICER, MAJOR KOMITUSA - «. : 


“SERGEANT MOKI / 





AGH— 
AT ONCE, i 
MAJOR SANS 


RUN / GO NORTHY GO 
TO THE BELL TIN- MINE AT 
SEPEI PANGIT / 
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AS THEY DIVED BACK INTO THE COVER OF THE TREES, BARKER FELT MORE 
AT EASE WITH THE COMFORTING WEIGHT OF A RIFLE IN HIS HANDS. 
RY JOCK 7 THIS IS OUR Y 7 > ee 
CHANCE To MaKE IT ON PY’ aA’ESne Sa cRAND eee 
1D 





BUT AS THEY TURNED OFF THE PATH AN ORDER SNAPPED OUT, FROM THE MAN - 
THEY HAD ALMOST FORGOTTEN — WILLIAMS. 
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UNDER THE COMPULSION OF WILLIAMS 

FOLLOWED THE CHINESE # 
STRI ORTH INTO JOHORE STATE. 
BUT BACK IN THE KAMPONG, MAJOR 
KOMITUSA oe gia WHAT HE 
WANTED TO K' oe 














THE BELL 
TIN MINE 7 
I WILL FIND 


ETE aii IT 


N ‘(| 
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Chapter 3. The Tefal 


AT DAWN, THE TIN WORKERS AT SEPEI PANGIT “STARTED TO 
SEEK OUT THE ORE FROM THE TIN-BEARING MUD OF MALAYA. 
vor OR NO wes TIN WAS MONEY TO THE CHINESE. 


MANY DID, FOR THE ORIGINAL MINERS CAME iL 
FROM CHINA. CERTAINLY, NONE HAD ONE SO F 
RICH, SO RESPLENDENT, AS THE TEMPLE AT 


NOT EVERY TIN-MINE HAD A TEMPLE, BUT ll 
alee 
THE BELL TIN MINE. : 


y 


WY TAIPAN T HAVE fall! 
we “TUAN AVILLIAMS p-* 


Pa BROUGHT THE POLICEMAN, e 
@ BARKER. THE OTHER, THE iM rim WELCOME, MY OLD 
‘RED-HEADED ONE, IS A MMPS FRIEND. COME, SIT 
m\ FRIEND OF BARKERS. WE Alli 
aN HAD 70 BRING HIM, 
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Pence, BARKER’S ‘TRIAL’ BEGAN AT ONCE WG 
E SAT SECURELY STRAPPED IN A CHAIR IN 

FRONT OF THE GREAT BELL AND LISTENED TO 

THE WITNESSES, HE KNEW HE HAD ae CHAI NCE «« 


ATT” 


ep PAH MOK / y 
iq YOU WERE PRESENT 4 | } i 
| AT THE DEATH OF MY Bit | HONOURABLE ONE, 





SON / TELL WHAT THAT NIGHT THE POLICEMEN, 
YOU SAW. ‘\ LED BY THIS 0 


NE, BROKE 
INTO THE TONG PIOUSE 
IN SINGAPORE 
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THE LAW OF THE TONG ” THE LAW WHICH 
HAD HELD SWAY IN CHINA, IN aoe RAYS 
WHEN THERE WAS NO OTHER LAW 


Ai How say you “UAT 
wr ALL? 15 THIS MAN i i 
A GUILTY OF KILLING ff 
mm MYSON,OR 





TO BARKER, THE POLICEMAN, TT WAS 
A HIDEOUS FARCE. NOT A WORD WAS 
SPOKEN ABOUT THE KILLING OF 
| SERGEANT CHANG. 


- 
if WHAT ARE YOU TRYING TO PROVE, ‘ 
i LOK CHEUNG >? YOUR SON WAS KILLED 

‘ME ACT OF MURDERING A POLICE 
SANT. THE LAW WOULD HAVE 
AONCED HIM. 




















THERE 1S VO 
LAW, B07 Fea 
OG SAE FONG! 





" HAE YE ALL GONE 
ae ory 
BE THE EXECUTIONER. | SONG ON ESA war 
PREPARE TO DIE, SUPPOSED TO BE ON 
POLICEMAN J THE SAME SIDE / 
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| 











THE 
I WANT THEM — 
DEAD OR ALIVE” 
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AT THE FIRST WARNING THERE HAD BEEN AN 
TE REE MEN WITHIN .-. 


| 














HIS OUTSTRETCHED 


AND « «. et] g ; 
pVERY. WELL’ THIS IS NOT ye My / 
ARD T || he yf 


FOR VENGEANCE / TAKE 
E, AND 





















































Storm In The East 


RT REACHED THE DOOR OF THE TEMPLE TO FIND AH SONG AND HIS TWO 
IONS ALREADY IN ACTION. Oreste 


WE'RE TOO LATE / 
THEY’RE HEADING STRAIGHT 
FOR THE TEMPLE / 


Ba ss esate Serer, WHY OU WLLL USE f 
IRMA LOK CHEUNG — IF WE LIVE Af BETTER THAN AN 
Pre LONG ENOUGH 7 GATE, OLD MANY 
Ay wel! # i 
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THE JAPANESE WERE NEARER NOW AND AH SONG AND HIS COMPANIONS TURNED 
FOR THE SAFETY OF THE TEMPLE... 





THE TABLE WAS OF SOLID TEAK, THE | 
HARDEST. OF ALL WOODS. IT WOULD 
GIVE SOME PROTECTION AGAINST 
IMMEDIATE ATTACK. 


4 }/__ OCH, IT’S GRAND 
fff (10 FEEL A GUN IN me }| 
, NX HANDS AGAIN / 


: ™ “ sar 
fell ue F hl 


a 
ao 
























































BUT THE JAPANESE 
GRENADES MADE 
LITTLE IMPRESSION 
ON THE SOLID DOORS [umes 
OF THE BELL TEMPLE. 
THEY SHUDDERED 
UNDER THE SHOCK 
AND THE WOOD 
SCARRED UNDER THE 
FLYING METAL. BUT 
THEY HELD. 








THE STRIPPED‘PALM TRUNK FROM THE - 
PILE PREPARED FOR THE MINE WORKINGS 
SERVED WELL AS A BATTERING RAM. IT 
THUDDED REPEATEDLY AGAINST THE DOOR, 
WEAKENING THE LOCK. 


AGAIN .7 HARDER, 
YOU FOOLS / 
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MOMENTUM OF TH 
TEMP! yj) 


eee 





Storm In The East 
THEN THE DEFENDERS BURST THROUGH THE TEMPLE DOOR INTO [am | ia 
THE SUN-DRENCHED SQUARE, BLAZING A PATH THROUGH THE 
JAPANESE . re 
COME ON, bo 
GEORDIE / STRAIGHT 
THROUGH EM / ZS. AI 


AT THE FIRST WARNING OF ATTACK, STEPHEN WILLIAMS AND THE MEMBERS OF 
THE TONG HAD GAINED THE SHELTER OF THE MINE-OFFICE. WILLIAMS WAS 
STAGGERED AS THE CHINESE BEGAN TO RIP UP THE FLOOR ..-_ 


WHAT ARE: YOU 
DOING ? YOU CAN'T}, 
ESCAPE THAT 

WAY 


Dy 
Hy 
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AIT / WHER! 
LOK CHEUNG — I THOUGHT 
HE WAS BEHIND US 7 


THEY SLIPPED DOWN BEHIND THE ROCKS. BESIDE THEM, THE FIERCE 
WATER JET STILL GOUGED INTO THE TIN-BEARING EARTH eee = vil 


oe Sa EL SLIP ME 
VE. aay SOME AMMO/ 











CLIPS LEFT. ONLY < 
THE BULLETS IN THE 
MAGAZINE» ¥ 






DOWN TO TWO Yq 
ROUNDS’ J 





Storm In The East 


WITH THE CESSATION OF FIRE , THE 
JAPANESE FIXED BAYONETS AND 
HURLED THEMSELVES AT THE EDGE 
OF THE MINE. 





WITH THE FEW ROUNDS fill 

REMAINING, THEY HELD 

OFF THE ATTACKING 1 HANG IT 7 

JAPANESE, BUT THEIR @\ii/ WHAT A WAY 
IRE FALTERED AND M7 TO FINISH 7 
NALLY PETERED OUT. fi 


au 


NO, WAIT. 
THERE'S ONE 
WE, 


P KEEP OUT 
OF MY WAY, MON? 
I DON'T KNOW HOW 


fie 


| 
"| 


\. 
\ 
‘\ 


ill i 
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ERE N 
AS JOCK Mc TAGGART 
HEAVED THE POWERFUL 


Hage KNEW WHAT 
THEM ° 


SERGEANT BARKER LED THE DASH TO THE EDGE OF THE 
MINE AREA. WILLIAMS AND THE TONG MEMBERS HAD 
BROKEN OUT OF THE OFFICE. THE OLD CHINESE WERE 
HANDLING THE MODERN WEAPONS LIKE VETERANS... 


LOK CHEUNG / 
WE CANNOT LEAVE 
THE HEAD OF THE 

TONG / 


fo a ae 
as — 
o HE WILL BE - 
ALL RIGHT. HE WILL et 
BE IN THE JUNGLE 7 
By NOW/ 





LOK CHEUNG STAYED IN & I NEEDED THE’ TONG FOR MY BUS] 
TEI HE WILL H WITH THE TONG ON YOUR SIDE, YOU 
YOU DON'T GET LABOUR WORRIES. 
SOMETIMES, THEY HAVE TO PLAY 
IT HARD — BUT THEY 


WILLIAMS / WHAT'S YOUR YA 
, PART is? 
i — 


DESPITE HIS BITTERNESS, BARKER LISTENED. INWARDLY, HE HAD TO ADMIT 
THAT, DESPITE THEIR, SHORTCOMINGS, TH ID MUCH GOOD FOR THE 
BEES. FOR My PART, THAD cee 
GET YOU TO TRIAL. TM 1, aa LOOK AT YON 
m, SORRY ABOUT THAT, CHINESE... 
Se BARKER a4 
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THE THREE WHITE MEN STARED AFTER 
INESE WONDERINGLY.. « 


IN THE TEMPLE, LOK & 
CHEUNG WAS PEGGED) 
DOWN ON THE FLOOR 
BENEATH THE HUGE § 
BRASS BELL... 







WILLIAMS SPOKE FIRST... - 


I MUST GO 
BACK, TOO’ 
A 






: AYE, IT’S NOT “J 
LIKELY — BUT PLL 

Baa HAVE A SHINDY WITH 
GS, THE NIPS AT ANY 

. TIME 7 








STANDING OVER THE OLD CHINESE WAS 
MAJOR KOMITUSA, HIS FACE TWISTED 
TH EURY BF TALK, OLD MANS _ 


on YOUR. LIFE IS RUNNING 
OUT.’ WHO SUPPLIES 
THE GUERILLAS WITH 
eae 
A, HE 
2 WHITE MEN GONE? 
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LOK CHEUNG MADE NO ANSWER AND 
KOMITUSA WAS A MAN OF LITTLE 


PATIENCE . VERY WELL? THE =] 
STUPID OLD ONE WANTS 
TO DIE’ TAKE THE SWORD 


THE SERGEANT SWARMED UP THE BELL STRAND 
AND STRADDLED THE TOPMOST BEAM... 


:  . ‘ : : FES nett 


" OLD MAN / I GIVE 
YOU ONE LAST CHANCE / 
TALK — OR DIE BY 
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BUT EVEN AS THE SWORD BEGAN TO SAW ON THE ROPE, A STEN CLA 
TEMPLE, THE FIRST BULLETS SMASHING {INTO THE EXECUTIONE! 





alt a Pai 








BUT THERE WAS A LIMIT TO McTAGGART'S | Saooatlie 

GREAT STRENGTH. THE ROPE DRAGGED ( 

THROUGH HIS HANDS. BUT EVEN AS THE 
2, OK CHEUNG WBS 


Higa UU 
E) 


or 4) | 
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THERE.WOULD BE NO FUTURE IN THE BELL TIN MINE NOW. THEY GAVE LOK 
CHEUNG TIME TO RECOVER AND THEN PREPARED TO TREK UP INTO THE HILLS. 
WHERE THE GUERILLA ARMY, THAT WAS TO GROW IN STRENGTH AND PURPOSE, 


HAD ITS FIGHTING BASE. § 
YOU ARE A BRAVE MAN, THANK YOU, LOK CHEUNG / y 
BARKER. AND I HAVE BEEN I SEE NOW THERE WAS BLINDNESS 


A BLIND OLD FATHER. I KNOW ON BOTH SIDES / 
NOW ae DESERVED 





ONE MAN THERE CARED NOTHING FOR TONGS OR TONG-BREAKING. FOR HIM 
THERE WAS ONLY ONE ENEMY—THE JAPANESE. AND FOR THE OTHERS, ALSO— 
Re eo care HAD BEEN FULFILLED, THERE WOULD BE ONLY THE ONE 


YE'RE ALL BLATHERING AGAIN? Y 
IT’S AN AWFUL WASTE 0’ TIME 7 4 
WHEN THERE'S NIPS TO BE A 
ELIMINATED 7 
NO MORE BLATHERING 
THEN, JOCK 7 IF IT'S ACTION ¥ 
YOU'RE AFTER, IT'S ACTION Ji 
OU'LL GET... 


me 


xy 
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THE 
BOOK 
FOR 
SOCCER 
AND 
SPORTS 
THRILLS— 





Follow the football wizardry of 
Roy Race ;_ grapple with a giant 
grizzly with wrestler Johnny 
Cougar ; battle against marauding 
pirates with Olac the Gladiator ; 
go into action with The Suicide 
Six! If it’s excitement and adven- 
ture you’re after, then this book 
is a must for YOU ! 


BUY IT NOW 
PRICE 8/6 


Price applies to U.K. only 
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GIANT STAMP COLLECTION 


DE HAUTE VOLIA 









2 

rt MONGOLIA 
+ 

+ 


UBLIQUE TOGULAISE 


DIFFERENT 
STAMPS 


FROM ALL OVER 
pea THE WORLD 


628 PES ES ECE DMS EDEL CEE RRL 
MES BE AER BREW NRE. 


Fabulous bargain offer includes many superb sets of unusual 
stamps : TOGO Stamp Centenary set of 3 (Show rare old 
German Colonial stamps!) MONGOLIA Stupendous 
Rocket set of 2. RUSSIA scarce 1944 Allied Flags (Value 
3/-). ALBANIA old imperforate set of 3. GT. BRITAIN 
1936 Edward VIII set of 3; 1937 Coronation. CHILE mint 
airmail set of 3. UPPER WOLTA—diamond shape. 
CAMEROONS Telstar. Dozens of other fascinating stamps 
from all over the world. Grand total of 120 all different (worth 
8/6 plus) all yours for only | /- to introduce our bargain approvals. 
(Approvals are the most interesting and economical way to 
build a collection. Selections of stamps are sent to you for 10 
days free inspection. Buy what you want, return the rest.) 
SEND COUPON WITH 1/- TODAY. OR WRITE ASKING FOR LOT P. 28. 


ae ee ee Gee 


BROADWAY I ENCLOSE 1/-, RUSH ME 120 different stamps. Send 
selection of Bargain Approvals for free examination. 


APPROVALS  (Rxceicn eee Mee nar eee teen ec tnnmenenennert a. iy 


ADDRESS ... cc cccccccvcceccrscensccccssccrceccces 


»\50, DENMARK HILL, P. 28 
LONDON.S.E.5. chan aee ee Lot No. P. all 
BPHEeeBeemBaeaeeasasess et & 


Please tell your parents you are answering this advertisement. 





